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              Doing the right thing
                A couple of weeks ago, I and others asked elected members of the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate to vote in favor of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (H.R. 1424).
                This bill was urgently needed to provide the U.S. Treasury with the tools necessary to prevent a freezing of the global credit markets. If this stability package hadn't been apiproved, and given that our financial system was close to becoming illiqiuid, the results would have been disiastrous for the average American family.
                Millions of jobs would have been lost, retirement savings would have been devastated and our recovery would have been protracted.
                There will be plenty of time to conivict or penalize those wrongdoers who caused the lending crisis of the past 10 years. But first, we must proitect our economy and those who did no wrong.
                I applaud the leadership and biparitisan efforts of U.S. Rep. Lee Terry, R-Neb., U.S. Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., and Sen. Ben Nelson, D-Neb. They made the decision to do what was necessary for the future of America rather than follow the polls.
                David L. Sokol,Omaha
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